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m Trailer from “A Field in England”, directed by Ben Wheatley (2013)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRRvzjkzu2U

Charles | on horseback with M. de
St Antoine, by Anthony van Dyck,
1633



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/Charles_I_with_M._de_St_Antoine_(1633);_Anthony_Van_Dyck.jpg
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Contemporary German print showing the execution of Charles
Stuart on 30 January 1649
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Contemporary allegorical print showing the execution of Charles Stuart on 30 January 1649

(in the background)




John Weesop, An eyewitness representation of King Charles I's execution







A divided society

The division in the English body politic which erupted in civil war in 1642 can
be traced in part to the earlier emergence of two quite different constellations
of social, political, and cultural forces, involving diametrically opposite
responses to the problems of the time.

On the one side stood those who put their trust in the traditional conception of
the harmonious, vertically-integrated society—a society in which the old bonds
of paternalism, deference, and good neighbourliness were expressed in familiar
religious and communal rituals—and wished to strengthen and preserve it.

On the other stood those—mostly among the gentry and middling sort of the
new parish elites—who wished to emphasize the moral and cultural
distinctions which marked them off from their poorer, less disciplined
neighbours, and to use their power to reform society according to their own
principles of order and godliness.

— David Underdown, Revel, Riot and Rebellion, p. 40
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Cromwell looking on. This 1649 allegorical engraving by an unknown artist appeared

in Clement Walker's Anarchia Anglicana: or the history of Independency
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The Civil War in a nutshell

Series of wars between Parliament and Royalists
over 1642-1651, resulting in a republic that lasts
until 1660

The First (1642-46) and Second (1648-49) fought
between Charles I and Parliament, and end with
Charles’ execution in 1649

The Third pitches the new English Republic
against Scotland, led by Charles II (1649-51)

England becomes a Commonwealth (1649-53),
and then a Protectorate under the personal rule of
Oliver Cromwell (1653-58)

[t ends with the army overthrowing his unpopular
son, Richard...




Major consequences

m One king is executed, another exiled

m In England, at least 100k-125k civilians died, as
do 50k Royalists and 34k Parliamentarians

m In Scotland, around 6% of the population die, in
Ireland, up to 41%

m Disease and famine occur as societies and
economies fall apart, while Cromwell’s forces
crushed opponents with unusual ferocity

m The period also sees the abolition of the House of
Lords, of bishops, and a rise in cases of
witchcraft, prophets, religious and political
radical groups




m The world turned upside down?

m Or a serious of unfortunate events anticipated by no-one?




Brief recap of events, 1625-42

1625 Charles I succeeds to the throne

1625-9 Charles rules with parliament, but relations become antagonistic
over various political, religious and financial issues

1629 Charles dissolves parliament, and resolves to rule without
parliament (the ‘Personal Rule’, 1629-1640)

1639-40 Bishops’ Wars between England and Scotland

1640 Charles summons parliament in order to deal with the Scottish
invasion; further breakdown in relations between the king and parliament
during the Short (1640) and Long (1640-8; dissolved in 1660) Parliaments

1642 Charles raises his standard in Nottingham, marking the beginning of
the Civil Wars






From crisis to civil war

There are many moments where Charles seems to alienate
Parliament so much that civil war seems inevitable....

What crises were already brewing by the 1630s-40s?

m Personal Rule for 11 years created serious distrust once
Parliament was recalled in 1640 that Charles could be trusted.
Some MPs wanted to restrict his prerogative

m Archbishop Laud’s persecution of Puritans, Henrietta Maria’s
Catholicism and Charles’ insistence on divine right had driven
many Protestants in England to fear Charles

m The Irish Rebellion in 1641 prompted fears that England would be
invaded and many massacred
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m At Pudsey (Yorkshire) the church service was interrupted by
someone who ‘came and stood up in the chapel door and cried out
with a lamentable voice “Friends”, said he, “we are all as good as
dead men, for the Irish rebels are coming; they are come as far as
Rochdale... and will be at Halifax and Bradford shortly.”

m Joseph Lister, a Bradford clothier, who was in the church, was
naturally alarmed, ‘for we must needs go to Bradford, and knew
not but Incarnate Devils and Death would be there before us.

m (The Irish rebels were probably Protestant refugees from Ireland)







From crisis to civil war

m In Scotland, just as Charles makes peace with the Covenanteers,
his supporters are involved in a failed plot to arrest its leaders.

m The move seriously backfires on Charles, and Parliament begin to
fear he may try the same

m Over 1641, John Pym pushes for laws in Parliament to ensure it
meets every three years, that the king cannot dissolve it, that the
king cannot impose his own taxes, and that parliament would be
responsible for the army and appointing the king’s minisiters

m Affronted, Charles moves to arrest five leaders on 4 January 1642.
They escape. Parliament begins forming its own army for
protection

m Charles flees London, raises his standard at Nottingham




Parliamentarians







Civil War breaks out... slowly

m Families and regions were divided in loyalty

m While the gentry, trades workers and the towns tended to support
Parliament, and the aristocracy and larger landowners tended to support
Charles, it could vary...

m Religion was often decisive, while some were either compelled to support
a side because they occupied that area - or agreed to remain neutral

m Both sides were matched in numbers, though the Royalists had a larger
cavalry under Prince Rupert with more military experience

m The first battle of Edgehill (1642) was inconclusive, but put Charles off
from seizing London

m A new capital and new court was set up at Oxford...
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The tide turns...

m By 1643, famine and disease grip England

m Oliver Cromwell and other Parliamentarians establish a New Model Army,
combining their forces into one, well-trained outfit in which ranks are
based on ability

m The soldiers are often religiously and politically radical, some Puritans,
others committed to ‘levelling’ injustices in England

m This new force scores a decisive victory at Marston Moor (1644), taking
control of the North. At Naseby the following year the Royalists are
decisively beaten

m Charles flees, and is later captured by the Scots in 1646, who eventually
sell him for £10k to Parliament...



Over to you

m Turn to the primary sources, and work with either 1 A) or 1 B)

m What do we learn about how the Civil War was being fought?
What signs are there that Parliament and its New Model Army
might be able to make an unexpected breakthrough?
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A Catalogue of the Severall Sects and Opinions in England and other Nations. With a briefe
rehearsall of their false and dangerous tenets
([London], printed by R.A., 1647)
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Frontispiece to Matthew Hopkins, The
Discovery of Witches (1647), showing a
witch identifying her familiars
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A witch feeding her familiars; late 16™-century English

illustration used in a pamphlet on the witch trial of Elizabeth
Stile, 1579
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Johannes Nider, Formicarius,
written 1435-7 and first
published 1475
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Title-page to the 1629 edition of Richard Bernard, A guide to grand jury men...
in cases of witchcraft (first edition: 1627)




Sample figures on number and distribution of trials and executions

Place

Dept of the Nord

Essex
Finland
Fribourg
Geneva
Guernsey
Hungary
Luxembourg
Namur
Neuchatel
Norway
Pays de Vaud
Scotland

Dates  Number of people tried

1542-1679
1560-1672
1520-1699
1607-1683
1537-1662
1563-1634
1520-1777
1509-1687
1509-1646
1568-1677
1551-17/60
1537-1630
1563-1727

187
201
710
162
318
78

932
547
270
341
730
102
402

% executed
48%
24%
16%
33%
21%
46%
48%
69%
54%
63%
38%
90%
24%



Distribution of Witches between the Sexes
Men: 24%
Women 76%

(based on a sample of 8,738 people tried for witchcraft in Southwest
Germany, the bishopric of Basel, Franche-Comté, Geneva, Namur,
Luxembourg, Dept of the Nord in France, Castile, Aragon, Venice, Finland,
Estonia, Russia, Hungary and New England between 16th - 18th
centuries.

The lowest percentage of women tried for witchcraft is in Russia, 1622-
1700, where out of 136 people accused, only 32% were female. In Basel
between 1571-1670, on the other hand, out of 190 people tried, 95%
were female.

In New England between 1620-1725, out of 242 people tried, 78% were
female)

[Source: Brian Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe (1995)]
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Over to you

m Turn to the primary sources, and work with either 2 A) or 1 B)

m What do we observe about the punishment of witches in this
period? With 1B, can we see a link with certain topical events?




Witchcraft Act, 1563

m Many fantastical and devilish persons have devised and practised invocations
and conjurations of evil and wicked spirits, and have used and practised
witchcraft’s enchantments and sorceries, to the destruction of persons and
goods of their neighbours and other subjects of this realm, and for other lewd
intents and purposes contrary to the laws of almighty God.

m I[fany person or persons... shall use, practice or exercise any witchcraft,
enchantment, charm or sorcery, whereby any person shall happen to be killed
or destroyed... [that they and anyone aiding them] shall suffer pains of death
as a felon or felons, and shall lose the privilege and benefit of sanctuary and
clergy.

m I[f any person or persons... shall use, practice or exercise any witchcraft,
enchantment, charm or sorcery, whereby any person shall happen to be
wasted, consumed or lamed in his body or member, or whereby any goods or
cattle of any person shall be destroyed, wasted or impaired, then every such
offender or offenders, their counsellors and aiders, being thereof lawfully
convicted, shall for his or their first offence or offences suffer imprisonment by
the space of one whole year, without bail..., and once in every quarter of the
said year shall in some market town, upon market day or at such time as any
fair shall be kept there, stand openly upon the pillory by the space of six hours,
and there shall openly confess his or her error and offence.




Witchcraft prosecutions in the Home Counties, 1560-1701

Total indictments for witchcraft: 785, involving 474 alleged witches, of whom

425 (89.7%) were women
1560-9: 38 cases
1570-9: 99
1580-9: 166
1590-9: 128
1600-9: 76

1610-19: 45
1620-9: 20
1630-9: 19
1640-9: 72
1650-9: 62

1660-9: 17
1670-9: 18
1680-9: 8
1690-9: 6
1700-9: 1



Witchcraft prosecutions in the Home Counties, 1560-1701

Essex, 464 prosecutions, 279 witches, 82 executions
Kent, 129 prosecutions, 79 witches, 16 executions
Hertfordshire, 79 prosecutions, 45 witches, 8 executions
Surrey, 77 prosecutions, 55 witches, b executions
Sussex, 36 prosecutions, 16 witches, 1 execution

Victims of witchcraft on the Home Circuit
Male: 264
Female: 312
Total: 576




Rising scepticism

Presently he cryeth out of some
poor innocent neighbour that he or
she hath bewitched him. For, saith
he, such an old man or woman
came lately to my door and desired
some relief, and | denied it, and,
God forgive me, my heart did rise
against her... and presently my
child, my wife, myself, my horse, my
cow, my sheep, my sow, my hog, my
dog, my cat, or somewhat, was
thus and thus handled in such a
strange manner, as | dare swear
she is a witch, or else how should
these things be?

From Thomas Ady, A candle in the dark
(1656)
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What if there were no king?

m Charles breaks out of prison in 1646, and persuades the Scots to
support him. A second war is fought over 1647-48, with Parliament
ultimately winning under Thomas Fairfax

m Faced with a king who often breaks his word, refuses to negotiate or
accept the authority of parliament, what should be done?

m Concerned about moderates backtracking, radical elements in the
army purge Parliament, leaving only sympathetic members to sit -
the Rump Parliament

m By December 1648 Parliament decides to prosecute Charles for
treason. Fairfax quits, and Charles is executed on 30 January 1649

m England becomes a republic... but what kind?
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Above left, aged 23 in 1641 [by George Glover]; above right imprisoned in
1646
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Over to you

m Lastly, turn again to the handout, this time either sources 3 A)
or 3 B)

m What characterises the ideas of people like John Lilburne? Why
might they have been considered radical in this period, and a
threat to the rule of parliament under Oliver Cromwell?




-~ ?au (llf{

o

ot
yesimen e
That ‘

0T
?:‘b«n *

: .@;u,.., B

BRITISH
AV HEI




Colonel Thomas Rainsborough at the
Putney debates (1647)

‘For really I think that the poorest hee that is in England hath a life to
live, as the greatest hee; and therefore truly, Sr, I think itt clear, that
every Man that is to live under a Government ought first by his own
Consent to put himself under that Government; and I do think that
the poorest man in England is not at all bound in a strict sense to that
Government that he hath not had a voice to put Himself under.



An obelisk erected in the
twentieth century known
as the 'Column of
Revolution'. Situated in
Alexander Garden,
Moscow near the
western Kremlin wall it
IS inscribed with the
names of nineteen
European radicals.
Gerrard Winstanley
appears eighth on the
list, after Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels.
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“The power of enclosing land and owning
property was brought into the creation by
your ancestors by the sword; which first did
murder their fellow creatures, men, and
after plunder or steal away their land, and
left this land successively to you, their
children. And therefore, though you did not
kill or thieve, yet you hold that cursed thing
in your hand by the power of the sword; and
so you justify the wicked deeds of your
fathers, and that sin of your fathers shall be
visited upon the head of you and your
children to the third and fourth generation,
and longer too, till your bloody and thieving
power be rooted out of the land.’ -

Gerrard Winstanley, A Declaration from the
Poor oppressed People of England (1649)
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‘as  was in a trance not long since, divers
matters were present to my sight, which here
must not be related. Likewise [ heard these
words, Worke together. Eat bread together ;
declare this all abroad... [In] the time of
Israels restoration, now begining, when the
King of Righteousnesse himself shall be
Governor in every man; none then shall work
for hire, neither shal any give hire, but every
one shal worke in love: one with, and for
another; and eat bread together, as being
members of one household’

- Winstanley, The New Law of Righteousness



The True -

Levellers Standard

ADVANCED:
3
The State of Community opencd, and-Prefented to the
Sans of Mcn.
By
Fervard winftanley.

william Everard, Richard Geodgreome,
Tohn Palmer,. Thomas § tarre, R
Tohwn South, William Hoggrill,
Iohn Conrton. gf;’b”t S;;w er,
william Taylory omsas Eder,
C bnﬂoph:r]CIiford, Henry Bickerftaffe,
Tohn Barker. Iobn Taylor, &.

Beginning to Plant and Manure the Wafte land upon
corge-Hill , in the Parifh of Waltow, in the
County of Swrray.

LONDON,
Printed in the Yeer, MD CXLIX.

‘Despise not Visions, Voyces and Revelations; examine
the Scriptures, Prophesies are now fulfilling.

‘In the beginning of Time, the great Creator Reason,
made the Earth to be a Common Treasury, to preserve
Beasts, Birds, Fishes, and Man, the lord that was to
govern this Creation’

‘the last enslaving Conquest which the Enemy got over
[srael, was the Norman over England; and from that
time, Kings, Lords, Judges, Justices, Bayliffs, and the
violent bitter people that are Free-holders, are and

have been Successively: The Norman Bastard William
himself...

‘It is shewed us, That all the Prophecies, Visions, and
Revelations of Scriptures, of Prophets, and Apostles,
concerning the calling of the Jews, the Restauration of
[srael; and making of that People, the Inheritors of the
whole Earth; doth all seat themselves in this Work of
making the Earth a Common Treasury’



Beyond the Levellers, a stalemate

m Mutinies led by Leveller soldiers are subdued over 1649, while over 1649-
51 Cromwell subdues the revolt in Ireland, and then returns to defeat
Charles II and the Scots at the Battle of Worcester (1651)

m While the Parliamentarians may have won, disagreements worsen between
the army led by Cromwell, and the Rump Parliament...

m Cromwell and his army supporters establish a Protectorate, with him as
Lord Protector for life, with a new, more docile parliament

m [t lasts until his death in 1658, His son Richard inherits power, but
unpopular with the army and parliament

m In atotal stalemate of 1659, General Monck, head of the English forces in
Scotland, calls on Charles, Prince of Wales to take the crown

m On 29 May 1660, Charles enters London to rapturous applause




Oliver Cromwell’s dissolution of the Long Parliament, 1653
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Oliver Cromwell between two pillars (1653 -59)




William Dobson, Charles I,
when Prince of Wales, with a
Page, c. 1642.







Wednesday:
Houses of Parliament

m We're going to visit Parliament and attend a
debate in the House of Commons

m We'll also visit Cromwell Green and evaluate
the effects of the civil war and the support
for parliament in Britain’s longer history

m Meetat 14:00 at the ticket barriers of
Westminster underground station (look out
for a Greggs coffee shop)

m If any problems, text me on 07784 084754
or email dan.taylor@lawrence.edu
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